1778
0400." MARIA ANNA MOZART TO HER HUSBAND, SALZBURG; POSTSCRIPT BY MOZART

24 / Monsieur / Monsieur Leopold Mozart / maitre de la Chapelle de
S:A:R: /L archeveque de salzbourg / a / Salzbourg.?

Man[n]heim, 3™ January
My dear husband, 1778.

[5] Yesterday, on the 2", I received your enclosure* for Herr Wendling® and noted at
the same time that you are both well, we too are also well, thanks be to God. Here,
however, everyone is in deepest mourning because of the death of the Elector® in Bavaria:
no opera |: which I very much regret :|, no theatre, balls, concerts, sleigh rides, everything
has been cancelled. [10] The courier’ from Munich arrived on the 31% at 7 in the evening
and brought the sad news that the Elector had died the previous day at 1 o’clock midday.
But our Elector® left for Munich at 10 o’clock that same day, New Year’s Eve, and has long
since arrived there. God grant that everything may have a good outcome’ and that no [15]
vexations arise out of it. I wish that from my heart, for he is a truly good lord. Here it is
now so quiet and so heartily boring, and in Munich it will be even more so, I can imagine.
This winter it will be entertaining in Salzburg, for Carnival will last a long time. How, then,
is Frau Adlgasser' doing? — pass on my greetings to her, I send her my heartfelt
condolences. [20] The poor children are to be pitied, young Victorl!! will probably not stay
with her, and that would be the right course.

Today, Sunday the 4

Yesterday evening I received your letter'? of 29" December and was pleased to
read'? there that the old <Count Arko'*> had told <Starenberg!>> off so sharply. [25] He
means well with us indeed, it did good to my soul that they recognise for once what they

! This letter contains passages in "family code"; these are marked with angle brackets < >,

2 BD: Address in Mozart’s hand.
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have lost in Wolfgang. Herr Hayden'® has become organist at Holy Trinity,!” which he has
managed very <underhandedly>. Did he then not travel to Italy to become a music
director?'® [30] In this way, nothing has come out of it again. What then is music director
Rust! doing? Is he still in Salzburg and has he become well or not? Will Herr von
Schiidenhofen?® not get married to Fraiilein Nannerl?! this Carnival, and Herr von Melck??
to Friulein Peberl?* Is Franz Barisani** still in Salzburg? Pass on our compliments to him.
Here they are eagerly awaiting a courier from Bavaria [35] to find out whether the Elector
has arrived safely and what is happening there. God grant that everything finds a good
conclusion, I wish it from my heart.

I ask you to return New Year’s wishes and compliments to the Gilovsky’s Katel? as
well as to all other good friends, both gentlemen and ladies. [40] It would surely be very
good if you could somehow cause a letter of recommendation to be sent to the Queen?
from Vienna. Regarding other news, I don’t know anything I could write about, for here I
am not well known, nor do you know so many that it could be interesting for you, but
everyone in Salzburg is known to me: you can certainly write to me about what happens
there, and there is also more there than here. Adio. [45] Keep well, both of you; I kiss you
many 100 000 times and remain always your ever faithful

wife
Marianna Mozart

Wolfgang is not yet home. Whether he will come so soon that he will still be able to
write something [50] I do not know. He has a lot of composing to do, for time is racing on,
and he must steal it, so to speak. For when one goes to eat in one place, composes and gives
lessons somewhere else, and sleeps in a third-place, there is no other way it can be.

MOZART’S POSTSCRIPT:
I hope that you both find yourselves in good health; I am, praise and thanks be to

God, truly sound and well. [55] You can imagine, quite naturally, that I am very vexed that
the Elector of Bavaria is dead. My wish now is as follows: that the Elector here receives all
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of Bavaria and moves to Munich — — I believe you would also be satisfied with that. Today,
at 12 midday, [60] Carl Theodor was declared Duke of Bavaria?’ at the court. In Munich,
however, Count Daun, Senior Master of the Stables,?® swore loyalty to the one here right
after the death of the Elector, and had the dragoons ride around in the whole town with
trumpets and kettledrums, calling out: Long live our Elector Carl Theodor.? If everything
goes well, as I hope, esteemed Count Daun will receive quite a nice present. [65] His
adjutant, whom he sent here with news of the demise |: he is called Lilienau :| received
3000 florins from the Elector. Now take very good care of yourself. I kiss your hands 1000
times, and embrace my sister from my heart and am your Wolf. Mozart. a tous mes amis
des Compliments.*°

27 “Herzog vom bayern”.
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